


What is the MAP Assessment?
● MAP - Measures Progress of Skill Acquisition 

● Adaptive test- questions get harder with correct responses 

● Measures PERSONAL progress from test to test
● Student is not compared to other students

● Shows what student is ready to learn- teachers use this data to 

drive their classroom instructional practices.   



How is MAP different from a traditional 
standardized test?

● Administered 3 times a year - October, January, April

● Adaptive test - each student has a unique testing experience based upon their responses

● Provides a more accurate account of student’s independent skill mastery 

● Provides a more accurate account of what skills can be focused on next 

● Compares students to their own growth and not other test takers
● Standardized tests use a percentile score, which compares the student’s results to all 

other students who take that test.  

MAP test- generates a RIT score for each child -which is what teachers consider when 

creating their lessons. 



The Results: Your Child’s RIT Score
● RIT - Rasch UnIT or Ready for Instruction Today
● RIT scores have the same meaning across grade levels - for example of a 4th grader 

and an 8th grader have a Math RIT of 172 they are testing at the same level.
● RIT scores allow the ability to compare a student’s growth across grade levels
● Represents what student is ready to learn - known as the Zone of Proximal 

Development
● Finds point where students are just as likely to answer incorrectly as correctly.

How do teachers use the MAP Assessment?

● To guide instructional goals
● To differentiate the learning experience 
● For flex grouping

*MAP is just one data point - teachers assess students on a regular basis in a variety of 
ways. 
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MAP Family Report

Parents will receive the Family Report.

Sample:

https://dpdol.nwea.org/public/growth/GR_SampleFamily.pdf



Frequently Asked questions:

Q - Is MAP a standardized test?
A- No. Each student’s assessment is based on their own ability. The first time a student takes this test, it 
establishes their baseline; each time after that, the test resumes at the level where they left off.

Q - How difficult are the questions? 
A - As students answer questions correctly, the questions increase in difficulty. If a student answers 
incorrectly, the questions become easier. 

Q - How often is the MAP Assessment given?
A - 3 times during the year - October, February, and April.

Q - How long does the MAP Assessment last?
A - The individual tests have between 40 and 53 questions. In general the assessment takes about an 
hour although it can vary from student to student.



Frequently Asked Questions (cont.)

Q - Which grades/subjects are assessed?
A - For grades 2-8, Reading. Language Arts, and Math are assessed. For grade 1, only Reading 
and Math are assessed.

Q - My child’s  score did not increase as much as I had hoped. Why?

A - Here are a few common reasons:
● Did your child rush through taking the test? 

● Was your child distracted? Was there anything going on that day that might have taken away their attention?

● If your child did well  in an earlier test, the questions may have exceeded their current grade level in skill 
mastery. This makes the future questions more difficult at the start of the next assessment, and your child 
might have not yet been exposed to these certain skills.  



● Since questions cannot be skipped. Students must then guess if they do not know an answer. It is 
possible that students guessed correctly on a number of questions that they otherwise would have 
answered incorrectly.

MAP is not a test that you study for. Some of the questions asked could be on skills that have not yet been 
taught at that particular point in the year    (and it’s ok) 

My child’s  score did not increase as much as I had hoped. What are some possible reasons?    (cont.) 



If you have any specific questions about 
your child’s MAP scores, please reach out 
to their Language Arts/Math teacher.


